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time we need to test a character, nor does He take our view
of the importance of a post to which He has set us. Only He
can know whether service here or service yonder is better for
any individual for the supreme interests of His Kingdom.

We may go further, and point out that when once the
radically false idea of merit and reward has been eliminated
from our picture of God's dealings with us in the Hereafter,
and the thought of punishment for the past merged in the
higher ideal of a Divine working out of what is best for the
community and the individual, we have a very wide range of
possibility left for the solution of questions which the East
insistently urges.   The essential evil of its own favourite solu-
tion, which so many Parsis  are  adopting with  or without
attempt to square it with  their scriptures, does not lie in
punarjanma itself.   Popular Christian thought, and even that
of deeper inquiry, has ignored too much the conceivable
implications of the word sleep in the New Testament outline.
' Those who were laid to rest through Jesus * * were not merely
left to the kindly ministry of 'Nature's sweet restorer', to
recover energy for new work * after life's fitful fever'.    In
a world where Time is not, in a sleep where God's healing
processes  may have unlimited scope without delaying the
conscious fruition of that great Reunion for which so many of
us are living in hope, God may set the soul in new environ-
ments to further its training on the sides where it is weakest.
That there must be further training is obvious enough.    The
soul at best leaves this life only partially trained, and we
cannot expect to know yet where God will find the environ-
ments that each one needs.   But we may learn from our
knowledge of His dealing with us here a central fact of His
eternal task as Father of His creatures.    He is before all
things busying Himself with the higher stages of an endless
development, which began countless ages ago in the protoplasm
and will end in nothing short of the fullness of the stature of

1 i Thess. 414: see the writer's Grammar of N. T. Greek, I, p. 162.